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OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION AND REHABILITATIVE SERVICES

Maximizing Employment Opportunities for
Individuals with Disabilities

The Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended by title IV of the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act,
expanded services to support the transition of students with disabilities from secondary education to
postsecondary education and employment. As a result, the vocational rehabilitation program engages
students with disabilities earlier and supports them for longer periods of time through the provision of
pre-employment transition services.

Under WIOA, the VR program also supports individuals with disabilities as they make progress toward
earning a recognized credential like a high school diploma or college degree.

The graphic below shows growth in the number of pre-employment transition services state VR agencies
delivered to students with disabilities, and it shows growth in VR program participants earning Measurable
Skill Gains, in the first two years of reporting, as they pursued their education and employment goals.
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